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Public Workshop on Variance Amendments  
  

Braddock District Council 
October 11, 2005 7:30 PM 

Braddock District Meeting Hall 
9002 Burke Lake Road 

Burke, VA 22015 (703)-425-9300 
 
 

Braddock District Council 
Future Meeting Dates: 

 
November 8 
December 13 
January 10 
February 14 

 

Message from the Chair:   
 
Let me begin by thanking Vivian Watts, Dick Saslaw, and Jeanne Marie Devolites-Davis for 
spending their evening with us at the September meeting of the Council.  Each provided 
invaluable insight into the challenges faced within Fairfax County and statewide.  
Transportation planning and implementation, funding for transportation, and quality of life 
issues for our senior citizens and for our school age youngsters were discussed and analyzed by 
these three very competent and devoted public representatives.   
 
A reminder—our next meeting is October 11 and we will be partnering with the Springfield 
District on a Public Workshop on Variance Amendments.  This is an important issue that 
has potential to impact all of our residences and communities.  Please make every effort to 
attend.   
 
Prior to the Public Workshop, the Council will have a brief business meeting—topics to include 
an update on the status of the treasury and dues payment, a discussion of topics for the 
November meeting, and preliminary planning for the December Holiday Party. 
 
I look forward to seeing you on October 11 at 7:30 p.m. 
 

Janyce Hedetniemi, Chair 
 
 

New Braddock District Council Officers 
 

Chair, Janyce Hedetniemi 
Vice-Chair, Jeff Nolan  

Treasurer, Ivan Dietrich  
 Recording Secretary, Colin Campbell   

Communications Chair, Bruce Wallachy  
 
 



 
 
 
SUPERVISOR BULOVA’S CORNER 
 
By the time you receive this Braddock District Council Newsletter, copies of my Braddock 
Byline should already have shown up in mailboxes throughout the district.  An article in the 
Byline reports that the Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA - appointed by the Circuit Court) has 
suspended the granting of “Variances.”   
 
Variances are required if a homeowner wishes to build a fence, a deck, an addition to his home, 
or enclose a carport in a manner that is not in exact conformance with the County’s zoning 
ordinance.  In the past, variances to allow relatively routine, non-controversial modifications 
were frequently granted by the BZA.   This stopped in 2004 when the Supreme Court of 
Virginia, in the Cochran Decision, reaffirmed that current law permits a variance to be issued 
only in the event that strict adherence to the Zoning Ordinance regulations would otherwise 
restrict all reasonable use of the property.   
 
Based on the number of calls our County offices have received from frustrated homeowners, 
strict adherence to this decision may be too rigid.  In order to provide some limited flexibility 
with regard to certain Zoning Ordinance provisions, the Board of Supervisors has proposed 
some possible Zoning Ordinance Amendments that would permit some flexibility from certain 
yard, fence height and lot width provisions.  Below are examples of some of the suggested 
changes.  More information can be found at:  
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpz/projects/minyard.htm    
 
 
 

Yard Modifications 

• a new special permit use that would allow the BZA to approve a modification of 
certain minimum required yards (setbacks) by up to 50%;  

• the modification of minimum yard requirements for certain existing structures and 
uses in conjunction with the BZA approval of another special permit use or in 
conjunction with Board of Supervisors' approval of a rezoning or special exception 
for another use; and  

• the modification of the 10 foot minimum distance between off-street parking spaces 
and the front lot line and/or the 10 foot wide peripheral parking lot landscaping 
requirements by the BZA in conjunction with the approval of a special permit.  

Fence Height Increases 

A new special permit use that would allow an increase in the maximum allowable 
fence or wall height in the front yard from 4 to 6 feet. 
 



Lot Width Modifications 

A new special exception use that would allow the Board to modify the minimum lot 
width requirements in residential districts with special exception approval. (Although 
staff recommended that the special exception option for lot width modifications be 
pursued, the amendment also provided for an option that would allow lot width 
modifications in residential districts with special permit approval by the BZA. Staff 
recommended that the Board be allowed to modify lot width in residential districts 
with special exception approval given that such modifications are land use decisions 
that could impact density.) 

In response to citizen issues and questions, a public information session was held on 
January 31, 2005. There was considerable concern about the amendment expressed at that 
meeting, principally with respect to the 50% yard modification proposal. The amendment 
was subsequently indefinitely deferred in order to allow for more coordination between the 
citizens, staff, Planning Commission and the BZA to address the outstanding issues and 
also to assess new legislation (PDF) adopted by the 2005 Virginia General Assembly that 
grants the Zoning Administrator additional ability to approve modifications of the Zoning 
Ordinance in cases of hardship. 

  

Contact Information  

Additional information on this issue may be obtained by contacting Donna Pesto or Lorrie 
Kirst of the Zoning Administration Division at 703-324-1314 (TTY 711) or by email at 
OrdAdmin@fairfaxcounty.gov.  

  

E-MAIL SUBSCRIPTION SERVICE: Subscribe to the ZOASetbacks e-mail service to receive periodic 
announcements about the status of possible Zoning Ordinance amendments that would allow additional flexibility 
to yard, lot width, fence height and building height regulations.  

 
  

 
 
The Braddock District Council will provide a forum at its October meeting, 7:30 PM on 
October 11th for Braddock citizens to learn more about the Zoning Ordinance Amendments 
that have been proposed.  I hope to see you at this important meeting and will be interested in 
having your feedback on the proposed amendments! 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Sharon Bulova 
 
 


